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Crystal Jones, Editor-in-Chief
Crystal is a second-year master’s student and Ben 
Barnes Fellow at the LBJ School of Public Affairs. 
She graduated from the University of Texas at 
Austin with a bachelor of arts with highest honors 
in English and anthropology. Crystal worked as 
a research intern for Public Citizen, a nonprofit 
advocacy organization, and then became a report 
writer for the Texas Workforce Commission. This 
past summer, she researched EPA programs for 
Native American tribes at the GAO. Crystal’s policy 
interests include culture and society, sustainable 
development, and social justice.

Kevin Priestner, Editor-in-Chief
Kevin is a part-time student at the LBJ School of 
Public Affairs. He is the associate editor of the Texas 
Bar Journal, the magazine of the State Bar of Texas. 
Kevin graduated from Southwestern University in 
Georgetown with a degree in history. Following 
graduation, he was an intern in the Washington, 
D.C., offices of American Farmland Trust. His policy 
interests include historic preservation, open-space 
preservation, and state and local policy.

Nicki Alam, Associate Editor
Nicki received her bachelors’ degrees in commu-
nication studies and public relations from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin in 2004. Before entering 
the LBJ School, she worked as a campaign staffer 
for a senatorial campaign. She also worked with a 
non-profit in East Austin to establish an English as 
a second language program for Latino adults in the 
community. Her policy interests include minority 
issues as related to education, immigration, and 
public health.

Jennah Durant, Associate Editor
Jennah graduated from Xavier University in Cin-
cinnati with a degree in English. She spent time 
traveling after graduation, including four months 
in Australia, where she refused to learn how to surf 
or scuba dive. Before entering the LBJ School, she 
worked at the Children’s Hospital of Austin as a 
coordinator for the pediatric residency program. 
No, she is not particularly interested in health 

policy, but rather intends to focus her studies on 
international affairs and maybe be a diplomat when 
she grows up.

Aleksandra Gajdeczka, Associate Editor
Aleksandra is a first-year student at the LBJ School 
of Public Affairs. She graduated in 2001 from the 
University of Maryland, College Park, with a B.A. 
in economics. After three years trying out various 
flavors of consulting in Washington, D.C., Alex 
moved to Austin to pursue her true interests: social 
justice and policy. Last year, she worked at Casa 
Marianella, an emergency shelter for immigrants 
and refugees in East Austin. Her policy interests 
include immigration, human rights, and community 
organizing.

Kelty Garbee, Associate Editor
Kelty is a second-year master’s student at the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in English and Studies in Women and Gender 
from the University of Virginia. Prior to attending the 
LBJ School, Kelty worked as an assistant manager in 
development at the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. She currently 
works for the LBJ Foundation. Her interests include 
education policy and development.

Jill Johnson, Associate Editor
Jill is a first-year student at the LBJ School of Public 
Affairs. She holds a B.A. in creative writing from 
Beloit College in Wisconsin. Before coming to the 
LBJ School, she worked as an editor for Harcourt 
Brace and as a textbook sales representative for 
Thomson Higher Education. Her policy interests 
include labor policy, housing, welfare reform, and 
conflict mediation.

Michael MacVay, Associate Editor
Michael is a first-year master’s student at the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs. Prior academic pursuits 
were experienced at the University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor. Michael is pursuing an international 
relations focus but also has a strong interest in en-
ergy and environmental issues. He hopes to work 
in Canadian-American relations. Michael spent two 
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years between undergrad and his master’s program 
traveling North America to test the professional ten-
nis circuit. The fact that he is now an editor for the 
LBJ Journal reveals the success of those two years.

Michael Reffett, Associate Editor
Michael is in the second year of a dual degree pro-
gram at the LBJ School of Public Affairs and the 
Teresa Lozano Long Institute of Latin American 
Studies. He graduated from the University of Vir-
ginia in 2004 with a bachelor’s degree in religious 
studies and foreign affairs. He spent time in both 
Chile and Suriname working in the public sector. 
In summer 2005 he worked as a research assistant 
in Campinas, Brazil, developing a profile of its 
metropolitan region.

Lauren Rodriguez, Associate Editor
Lauren is a first-year master’s student at the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs. She graduated cum laude 
from Bowdoin College with a bachelor of arts in 
international relations and sociology. She received 
departmental honors in sociology. After graduation 
she worked for Nuestra Comunidad Development 
Corporation, a community development organiza-
tion in Boston. While at Nuestra she worked first 
as economic development project coordinator with 
Americorps VISTA, then as director of Nuestra 
Culinary Ventures, and finally as director of exter-
nal affairs. Lauren has also worked as both press 
secretary and field director for a Boston city council 
candidate. Her policy interests include foreign af-
fairs, development issues, conflict resolution, and 
human rights.

John Seale, Associate Editor
John is a second-year master’s student at the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs. John received his under-
graduate degree in international studies and politi-
cal science with a minor in Spanish from Rhodes 
College in Memphis, Tennessee. He worked for 
nearly three years as a legislative assistant for 
Congressmen Bill Archer and John Culberson in 
Washington, D.C. During this time, John focused on 
legislative and regulatory issues pertaining to ener-
gy, international affairs, labor, telecommunications, 
national defense, small business, and agriculture. 
During the summer of 2005, John worked at the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission as an en-
ergy industry analyst. In this capacity, he reviewed 
filings made by public utilities requesting changes 
in the prices at which they sell electricity.

Rachel Silberman, Associate Editor
Rachel graduated from Skidmore College in 2003 
with a B.A. in government. Tired of snow, she moved 
to the hottest town in the continental United States 
(Edinburg, Texas) to teach fourth and fifth grade as 
a Teach for America corps member. Deciding South 
Texas was a bit too hot, she moved farther north to 
pursue a Master’s in Public Affairs at the LBJ School. 
Rachel’s other policy experiences include intern-
ships with the Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee (DCCC), the British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service (BPAS), and the Saratoga Foundation for 
Women Worldwide. She is particularly interested 
in education policy and testing.

Andrew Stackhouse, Associate Editor
Andrew received his B.A. in political science from 
Tufts University and a master’s in education from 
Smith College, where he was a graduate teaching 
fellow. Following time in D.C. and Boston on a 
series of campaigns, he began his public service 
career as a budgetary and policy analyst with 
the Massachusetts legislature, where he focused 
primarily in the areas of housing and community 
development. In the private sector, he worked with 
business leaders and researchers in the co-author-
ing of numerous research reports. Since relocating 
to Texas, he has worked with numerous state and 
federal agencies to identify opportunities for the 
provision of affordable housing, particularly for 
the migrant and seasonal farmworker population. 
Andrew is also the multisport editor for The Racing 
Post and a columnist for several cycling publica-
tions. In his first year at the LBJ School, his research 
interests include civil education and voter partici-
pation, regional planning initiatives, China-Taiwan 
relations, political campaigns, and organizational 
development.

Charlie Stern, Associate Editor
Charlie is a first-year master’s student at the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs. He graduated from South-
western University in Georgetown with a B.A. cum 
laude in history and political science with honors. 
He has worked on water and environmental policy 
at the National Water Resources Association in 
Washington, D.C., and has done extensive research 
on the history and politics of regulatory environ-
mental policy in the Western United States. His 
primary policy interests are energy and environ-
mental policy, rural educational development, and 
cultural policy.


