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KevIN BEck

Kevin holds a bachelor’s degree in English and his-
tory from Trinity University in San Antonio and a
master’s degree in English from the University of Il-
linois at Urbana-Champaign. Prior to attending LBJ,
he worked as an editor for The Astrophysical Journal
at the University of Chicago Press. Kevin's interests
include cultural and arts policy, higher education,
and urban policies, particularly livable cities.

STEPHEN SPRUIELL

Stephen is a second-year student at the LBJ School
of Public Affairs. He received his B.A. in journalism
from the University of Oklahoma. After graduation,
he spent a year in Washington, D.C., working for
Citizens for a Sound Economy. He interned last
summer at National Review’s D.C. office. He is inter-
ested in tax and budget issues, agricultural policy,
and international trade.

STEPHANIE FAIN

Stephanie Fain is a first-year master’s student at the
LBJ School of Public Affairs. She graduated in 2001
from Texas Tech University with a bachelor of arts
in French and history. During her undergraduate
years, Stephanie was awarded a Rotary Ambas-
sadorial Scholarship to study in Grenoble, France.
After graduation, she moved to Japan, where she
lived and taught English at a local high school with
the JET Programme. She returned to Texas two
years ago and went to work for the Texas State Sen-
ate Journal before deciding to return to school. Her
policy interests include foreign affairs, development
issues, international trade, conflict resolution, and
human rights.

BriaNA HUNTSBERGER

Briana Huntsberger is a 2000 graduate of Brown
University, where she received a B.A., magna
cum laude, in history. From 2000 to 2003, she was
a research associate at Harvard Business School,
where she worked with faculty members in the
Business, Government and International Economy
departments. While at HBS, she wrote and cowrote
HBS case studies about national and international
economic policy. She also provided research as-

sistance for a book about government regulation
of new technologies. Her policy interests include
education policy, regulatory policy, and corporate
governance reform.

CRYSTAL JONES

Crystal is a first-year master’s student and Ben
Barnes Fellow at the LBJ School of Public Affairs.
She graduated from the University of Texas at
Austin with a bachelor of arts with highest honors
in English and anthropology. Crystal worked as a
research intern for Public Citizen, a nonprofit advo-
cacy organization and then became a report writer
for the Texas Workforce Commission. Crystal’s
policy interests include culture and society, sustain-
able development, and social justice.

KEVIN PRIESTNER

Kevin is a part-time student at the LBJ School of
Public Affairs. He is the associate editor of the Texas
Bar Journal, the magazine of the State Bar of Texas.
He previously served the organization in its Re-
search & Analysis and Communications divisions.
Kevin graduated from Southwestern University in
Georgetown with a degree in history. Following
graduation, he was an intern in the Washington,
D.C., offices of American Farmland Trust. His
policy interests include historic preservation and
state and local politics.

CRrisTINA RUGGIERO-MENDOZA

Cristina Ruggiero-Mendoza graduated from the
University of California, Berkeley in 1999, having
completed a degree in political science with minors
in Spanish and Russian language. Upon graduation,
she spent two years working at the Open Society
Institute (Soros Foundation) in New York, where
she was responsible for program support in Rus-
sia, Ukraine, and Belarus. After her time at OSI, she
spent a year in Ekaterinburg, Russia on a fellow-
ship from the State Department to study economic
development and civil society in provincial Russia.
She is currently enrolled in the joint degree program
with the LBJ School and the Center for Russian,
East European, and Eurasian Studies (CREEES) and
expects to graduate in 2006.
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JOHN SEALE

John Seale is a first-year student at the LBJ School of
Public Affairs. John grew up in Houston and attend-
ed Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee, where
he majored in international studies and political
science and minored in Spanish. After graduation,
he moved to Washington, D.C., and worked as a
Legislative Assistant for Congressmen Bill Archer
and John Culberson, both representing the Houston
area. John is interested primarily in energy policy,
international trade, and diplomacy.
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LAURA SULLIVAN

Laura Sullivan is a second-year joint degree student
in public affairs and Latin American studies. She
holds a B.A. in history from the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. Before coming to the LBJ School,
she served as an AmeriCorps member in the Bay
Area and worked at the Greenlining Institute, a
nonprofit that focuses on economic development of
underserved communities in California. Her policy
interests include education, economic development,
and immigration.
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