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In order to receive a Master of
Public Affairs from the LBJ School
of Public Affairs, students must
write a professional report under
the supervision of two faculty
members familiar with the research
topic.  In order to receive a Ph.D. in
Public Policy from the LBJ School,
after completing qualifying require-
ments, students conduct original
research and write a dissertation
under the guidance of a supervising
committee.  The following is a
partial listing of dissertations and
professional reports written by
students at the LBJ School during
2001.  It is organized by subject
matter, with the title listed first,
followed by the name of the author,
and the readers. Copies are available
in the University of Texas General
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DISSERTATIONS

�A Children�s Disability Policy in Canada, the United States and Mexico: a
Question of Convergence.� Dana Lee Baker. Supervisor: V. Rodriguez.

�The Political Economy of Inequality: An Assessment of the Evolution of
Earnings Inequality in Mexico and the Americas, 1968-2000.� Vidal
Garza Cantu. Supervisor: J. Galbraith.

PROFESSIONAL REPORTS

REDFORD AWARD WINNER

�Improving Services or Increasing Savings: The State Evaluator�s Dilemma.�
Rachel Kahlert. First Reader: A. Gowri. Second Reader: K. Matwiczak.

COMMUNICATIONS

�Becoming Visible: Media, Government, and Private Companies.� Benigno
Joseph Salinas. First Reader: D. Warner. Second Reader: K. Ashworth.
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COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

�Community Development in the New Economy: Build-
ing the Social Networks Among Small Business
Women Using Technology Training.� Christina
Fatameh Ghabel. First Reader: B. Robles. Second
Reader: R. Glover.

�An Examination of the Redevelopment of Communities
Affected by a Military Base Closure.� John Shannon
Lyerly. First Reader: F. Gavin. Second Reader: H.
Prince.

�Meeting the Financial Needs of Public Housing Resi-
dents: A Report for the Housing Authority of the City
of Austin.� Dianna Lyn Lewis. First Reader: B. Rob-
les. Second Reader: E. Mueller.

�Miami-Dade Economic Outlook: Balancing Labor Force
and Demographic Reality with Public Policy Initia-
tives for Structural Change.� Ricardo Antonio Garcia.
First Reader: R. Wilson. Second Reader: S. Gamkhar.

�Piece by Piece: Garment Workers, Livable Wages, and
Economic Development in Los Angeles County.�
Vickie Vertiz. First Reader: B. Robles. Second Reader:
M. Oden.

�Redefining Institutions of Education: The Role of Schools
in Rural Community Development.� Delia Perez.
First Reader: L. Rhodes. Second Reader: R. Wilson.

�Riding the Wave of the Future: The Economic Develop-
ment Potential of Coastal Bend Postsecondary Insti-
tutions.� Madge R. Vasquez. First Reader: R. Wilson.
Second Reader: C. King. Third Reader: D. Wilson.

�United States Military Base Closures and the Effects on
Texas Communities.� James Franklin Snyder. First
Reader: W. Spelman.

�What is the North American Development Bank and
How can it Help Serve the Needs of the Border?�
David Gregory Pagan. First Reader: C. Stolp. Second
Reader: P. Hansen.

�An Examination of Economic Development Through
Electronic Commerce in Developing Countries with
a Focus on Vietnam.� Joan M. Lim. First Reader: K.
Flamm. Second Reader: R. Wilson.

DEMOCRACY AND POLITICS

�A Different Kind of E-Publican: An Analysis and Cri-
tique of the 2000 Presidential E-Campaign of George
W. Bush.� Wesley Dale Wilson. First Reader: E.
Rostow. Second Reader: G. Chapman.

�For the Public�s Eyes Only: Who Has the Right to Know?�
Vanessa Castillo Mitra. First Reader: L. Rhodes. Sec-
ond Reader: G. Chapman.

�Internet Voting: Our Future Civic Obligation.� Johathan
Welch Considine. First Reader: M. Sherman. Second
Reader: G. Chapman.

�The Women of the Texas Legislature: Ninety and Count-
ing.� Carrie Paxton-Lamke. First Reader: V.
Rodriguez. Second Reader: T. Keel.

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE

�The Statistical Properties and Simple Causal Relation-
ships Between Personal Income and the Consumer
Price Index.� Prasant Kumar Sar. First Reader: R.
Auerbach. Second Reader: W. Spelman.

�Which Factors Affect Public Revenue, Public Expendi-
tures, and Economic Growth in the States in the
United States?� Suho Bae. First Reader: R. Wilson.
Second Reader: S. Gamkhar.

�Cuba�s Journey to Economic Stability: Policy Analysis of
Monetary Policy and Banking Sector Reform.� Frank
A. Fernández. First Reader: C. Stolp. Second Reader:
J. Galbraith.

EDUCATION

�A is for Arts and Academics.� Susan Elizabeth Woda.
First Reader: V. Rodriguez. Second Reader: K.
Matwiczak

�Advancement for Whom? The Advanced Placement
Program® in Texas.� Melissa Y. Lazarin. First Reader:
L. Rhodes. Second Reader: D. Hamilton.

�Americanization Past and Present: Cultural Transmis-
sion in the Austin Independent School District�s So-
cial Studies Curriculum.� Kylas Rose Hobbs. First
Reader: A. Gowri. Second Reader: D. Hamilton.

�Career Academics: A Recommended Strategy for High
School Reform.� Susan B. Vermeer. First Reader: L.
Rhodes. Second Reader: R. Glover.

�Distance Education Quality Assurance Policies in Texas
Higher Education Institutions: An Examination of
Several Case Studies.� Jennifer Susan Kambhampati.
First Reader: D. Schott. Second Reader: P. Resta.

�Examining the Teacher Shortage: Discussions on a Na-
tional Crisis.� Keith Justin Yawn. First Reader: M.
Sherman. Second Reader: F. Gavin.

�Redefining Institutions of Education: The Role of Schools
in Rural Community Development.� Delia Perez.
First Reader: L. Rhodes. Second Reader: R. Wilson.

�Knocking at the Schoolhouse Door: Educating America�s
Homeless Children.� Leanne Elizabeth Nhan. First
Reader: M. Sherman. Second Reader: K. Ashworth.

�Making the Grade: The Implementation of the Texas Top
Ten Percent Plan and Its Effectiveness at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin.� Patricia Jenine Esquivel.

�Measuring Potential? An Examination of High Stakes
Testing Policy for Limited English Proficient Stu-
dents in Texas.� Amy Kristine Fauver. First Reader:
A. Valenzuela. Second Reader: D. Hamilton.

�Texas School Finance: Adequacy, Equity, and the Ameri-
can Dream.� Matthew David Ferranti. First Reader:
R. Wilson. Second Reader: S. Bickerstaff.

�Unequal Educational Opportunities in Public Schools: A
Problem of Institutional Structure and Culture.� Karen
Frances Lee. First Reader: L. Rhodes. Second Reader:
P. Spink.
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�Riding the Wave of the Future: The Economic Develop-
ment Potential of Coastal Bend Postsecondary Insti-
tutions.� Madge R. Vasquez. First Reader: R. Wilson.
Second Reader: C. King. Third Reader: D. Wilson.

ENERGY

�Electric Utility Restructuring: Issues for a Successful
Implementation.� Daniel Jeremy Madru. First Reader:
W. Spelman. Second Reader: T. Keel.

�Energy Efficiency and Load Management in an Era of
Competition: Opportunities and Challenges.� Sally
Talberg. First Reader: D. Eaton.

ENVIRONMENTAL

�Building Energy Codes: Towards an Energy Efficient
Future.� Timothy Morstad. First Reader: P. Wong.
Second Reader: S. Rieff.

�Deconstructing Climate Policy: Prinicples to Guide Cli-
mate Change Policy Development.� Melissa B. Carey.
First Reader: D. Eaton. Second Reader: D. Fullerton.

�On the Road to Cleaner Air: Are Intelligent Transporta-
tion Systems a Solution to Urban Air Pollution Prob-
lems?� Wendy Morrisa Block. First Reader: S.
Gamkhar. Second Reader: C. Davies.

�State Implementation Plans: A Study of the Policy-Mak-
ing Process for Areas of Non-Attainment in the State
of Texas.� Steven Samuel Schauer. First Reader: C.
Stolp. Second Reader: S. Rieff.

�Water Conservation Policy in Texas: An Integrated Re-
source Planning Approach.� Maximo A. Castaneda.
First Reader: D. Eaton. Second Reader: K. Matwiczak.

�Wastewater Management in Rural Poland: Cost-Effec-
tive Strategies for European Union Accession.� David
Salvatore Favazza. First Reader: D. Eaton. Second
Reader: J. Malina.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

�A Campaign Finance Reform Study Concerning Contri-
butions from the Financial Services Industry and the
Roll Call Vote on the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act of
1999.� Donald William Thalhuber. First Reader: W.
Spelman. Second Reader: T. Keel.

�Evaluating the Effectiveness of United States Sanctions
Policy: The Cuban and Iraqi Cases.� Mark Eric Rincon.
First Reader: E. Rostow. Second Reader: F. Gavin.

�The Federal Response to Intimate Partner Violence: Suc-
cesses and Challenges of the Violence Against Women
Act.� Courtney JoAnn Kakuska. First Reader: C. Stolp.
Second Reader: K. Matwiczak.

�Keeping the United States Free of Mad Cow Disease: The
Role of Federal Regulatory Policy.� Roberta Andrea
Ritvo. First Reader: J. Angel. Second Reader: E. Young.

�Reconciling Contradictions in United States Foreign
Policy: The Spread of Democracy Versus an Export

Policy of Technology Denial.� Daniel W. Sanborn.
First Reader: E. Rostow. Second Reader: P. Bobbitt.

HEALTH

�Access to Health Insurance for the Uninsured.� Stefani
Gold. First Reader: D. Warner. Second Reader: A.
Gowri.

�Children Residing in Texas Institutions: Is There a Better
Way?� Colleen Horton. First Reader: P. Wong. Sec-
ond Reader: J. Angel.

�Limited Access and Means: Affordable Housing and
Health Care Policy Along the Texas-Mexico Border.�
Conrad Eldon Dennis. First Reader: H. Selby. Second
Reader: D. Warner.

�Health Privacy Legislation in Texas: The First Line of
Defense.� Eshauna T. Hicks. First Reader: L. Rhodes.
Second Reader: D. Hamilton.

�Hospital Access to Reproductive Services in Texas: Where
Can a Woman Go?� Laura Marie Wolford. First
Reader: V. Rodriguez. Second Reader: D. Hamilton.

�Medical Child Support in Texas.� Michelle Anne Harper.
First Reader: D. Warner. Second Reader: J. Angel.

�The Role of Interest Groups in Long-Term Care Policy: A
Texas Case Study.� Jonathan Kahn Weizenbaum.
First Reader: J. Angel. Second Reader: D. Warner.

�Domestic Violence in Mexico.� Jennifer Marie Esterline.
First Reader: V. Rodriguez. Second Reader: C. Mead-
ows.

�The Federal Response to Intimate Partner Violence: Suc-
cesses and Challenges of the Violence Against Women
Act.� Courtney JoAnn Kakuska. First Reader: C. Stolp.
Second Reader: K. Matwiczak.

�Keeping the United States Free of Mad Cow Disease: The
Role of Federal Regulatory Policy.� Roberta Andrea
Ritvo. First Reader: J. Angel. Second Reader: E. Young.

HOUSING

�Affordable Housing in Texas: Challenges and Perspec-
tives for the Future.� Jerome D. Leroux. First Reader:
R. Wilson. Second Reader: P. Wong.

�From Clearance to Conservation: Federal Rehabilitation
Housing Policy.� Kathleen Claire Lilly. First Reader:
R. Wilson. Second Reader: J. Chusid.

�Limited Access and Means: Affordable Housing and
Health Care Policy Along the Texas-Mexico Border.�
Conrad Eldon Dennis. First Reader: H. Selby. Second
Reader: D. Warner.

HUMAN AND SOCIAL SERVICES

�The Implementation of Social Services Programs into
Low-Income Housing Communities.� Mark E.
Sanford. First Reader: P. Wong. Second Reader: W.
Spelman.
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�The Role of Federal Policies in Promoting Integration of
Information Technology to Support State Human
Services Programs.� Thomas E. Woods. First Reader:
P. Wong. Second Reader: R. McDaniel.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND TELECOMMUNICATION

�Advanced Services for Rural Texas.� Warigia Margaret
Bowman. First Reader: J. Galbraith. Second Reader:
G. Chapman.

�The Challenge of Information Technology Security in
Texas Government.� Thomas Leon Banks, Jr. First
Reader: K. Flamm. Second Reader: G. Chapman.

�The National Plan for Information Systems Protection:
Critical Review and Analysis.� Edward Hsu. First
Reader: E. Rostow. Second Reader: G. Chapman.

�An Examination of Economic Development Through
Electronic Commerce in Developing Countries with
a Focus on Vietnam.� Joan M. Lim. First Reader: K.
Flamm. Second Reader: R. Wilson.

�Loosening the Grip: India�s Bureaucratic Strangle on the
Internet.� Suzannah Sennetti. First Reader: F. Gavin.

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

�Bursting the Balloon: Aerial Eradication and Illicit Coca
Cultivation in Colombia.� Nathaniel Barker Christie.
First Reader: C. Stolp. Second Reader: B. Inman.

�Context of Development in Post-Civil War El Salvador:
A Statistical Mapping of Adult Illiteracy, Access to
Water Services, and Infant Mortality Rates.� Christo-
pher Reynolds. First Reader: R. Wilson. Second
Reader: C. Stolp.

�Cuban Immigration: Policies, Problems, and Politics.�
Emily Ker Fortney. First Reader: C. Stolp. Second
Reader: K. Flamm.

�Cuba�s Journey to Economic Stability: Policy Analysis of
Monetary Policy and Banking Sector Reform.� Frank
A. Fernández. First Reader: C. Stolp. Second Reader:
J. Galbraith.

�Domestic Violence in Mexico.� Jennifer Marie Esterline.
First Reader: V. Rodriguez. Second Reader: C. Mead-
ows.

�Electronic Government: Institutional Challenges for the
Developing World.� Horacio Alvarez-Marinelli. First
Reader: V. Rodriguez. Second Reader: R. Madrid.

�The Emergence of Currency Board-Like Monetary Sys-
tems in Latin America: The Wave of the Future?�
Bryan Paul Hykes. First Reader: L. Boske. Second
Reader: R. Wilson.

�An Examination of Economic Development Through
Electronic Commerce in Developing Countries with
a Focus on Vietnam.� Joan M. Lim. First Reader: K.
Flamm. Second Reader: R. Wilson.

�An Examination of Inequality in Vietnam.� Tinh Thanh

Nguyen. First Reader: J. Galbraith. Second Reader: K.
Matwiczak.

�How the World Trade Organization Agreement on the
Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures
Affects a Member Country�s Ability to Regulate
Against Invasive Species.� Mary Melissa Whittle.
First Reader: J. Galbraith. Second Reader: P. Hansen.

�The Importance of a Visa: American Involvement in the
Formation of Northern Ireland�s Peace Process.�
Judith Anne McGinley. First Reader: F. Gavin. Sec-
ond Reader: E. Rostow.

�Innovative Governmental Strategies in Brazil.� Paula
Jean McDermott. First Reader: V. Rodriquez. Second
Reader: A. Gowri.

�It�s a Nice Place to Visit, But We Wouldn�t Want You to
Stay Here: Re-Thinking European Immigration Policy
in the Context of Integration.� Matthew Gever. First
Reader: F. Gavin. Second Reader: A. Stekke.

�The Landmine Issue: A Closer Look at Guatemala�s
Demining Initiative.� Gabriela Monzon. First Reader:
A. Gowri. Second Reader: C. Stolp.

�Loosening the Grip: India�s Bureaucratic Strangle on the
Internet.� Suzannah Sennetti. First Reader: F. Gavin.

�Non-Governmental Organizations and Accountability:
The Case of India.� M.A. Shinjini. First Reader: S.
Gamkhar.

�The Republic of Macedonia: Economic Considerations
of a Country in Transition.� James Andrew Fouche.
First Reader: R. Auerbach. Second Reader: T. Keel.

�Restructuring of the Mexican Electricity Industry: A
Risk Analysis.� Kenneth Joseph Folan. First Reader:
C. Stolp. Second Reader: P. Brockett.

�The Role of Non-Governmental Organizations in the
HIV/AIDS Epidemic of Sub-Saharan Africa.� Steven
Gesuale. First Reader: D. Warner. Second Reader: A.
McAlister.

�Strengthening Civil Society: A Historical and Contex-
tual Examination of AID Support in Central America.�
Philip James Schlesinger. First Reader: J. Galbraith.
Second Reader: R. Wilson.

�Transition to Democracy? The Role of Legislative Over-
sight in Post-Conflict Guatemala.� Rachel M. Poynter.
First Reader: V. Burnett. Second Reader: C. Stolp.

�Wastewater Management in Rural Poland: Cost-Effec-
tive Strategies for European Union Accession.� David
Salvatore Favazza. First Reader: D. Eaton. Second
Reader: J. Malina.

�Women�s Political Participation in Post-Violence Guate-
mala: Mujeres Abriendo Espacios.� Meredith
McCollough. First Reader: V. Rodriguez. Second
Reader: V. Garrard Burnett.
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JUDICIAL AND LEGAL

�Assessing the Utility of the Trial Court Performance Stan-
dards for the Austin Municipal Court.� Angela Marie
Link. First Reader: M. Sherman. Second Reader: C.
Hammond.

�The Place of Justice: The Sentencing Reform Act of 1984
and the United States Sentencing Guidelines.� Chris-
topher Alan Knight. First Reader: W. Black. Second
Reader: D. Hamilton.

�Recognizing our Common Humanity: An Examination
of the Fight for Same-Sex Marriage in the American
Courts.� Martha E. Brown. First Reader: V. Rodriguez.
Second Reader: Y. Padilla.

�Rehabilitation Reconsidered: The Changing Role of Pa-
role and Its Impact on Offender Reintegration.� Tanya
M. Cruz. First Reader: W. Spelman. Second Reader:
W. Kelly.

�The Role of Ombudsmen: Nationwide and in Texas State
Government.� Renee Lynn Nogales. First Reader: W.
Spelman. Second Reader: S. Marshall.

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT

�Enhancing Employment Supports for Workers with
Disabilities.� Hayley Fiona Waters. First Reader: D.
Warner. Second Reader: T. Keel.

�Information Technology Personnel Recruitment and
Retention for State and Local Government.� Allen
Osgood DeMers. First Reader: W. Spelman. Second
Reader: T. Keel.

�Rise of Wage Inequality in Texas and its High-Tech
Regions in the 1990s.� James A. Lawrence. First
Reader: J. Galbraith. Second Reader: M. Oden.

�The Use of Public Resources for Incumbent Information
Technology Worker Training through Industry-Based
Training Consortiums.� Marlene M. Romanczak. First
Reader: M. Sherman. Second Reader: C. King.

LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENT

�Cross-Departmental Communication and Problem Solv-
ing in City Government: A Case Study of Austin,
Texas.� Abigail Faith Rozen. First Reader: W. Spelman.
Second Reader: H. Prince.

�Health Privacy Legislation in Texas: The First Line of
Defense.� Eshauna T. Hicks. First Reader: L. Rhodes.
Second Reader: D. Hamilton.

�Deregulation and the Regulators: The Role of the State
Utility Commission in Deregulated Markets.� Theresa
Marie Gage. First Reader: A. Gowri. Second Reader:
L. Boske.

�E-Government: An Analysis of Texas� Fourteen Largest
Cities.� Brian Michael Stott. First Reader: W. Spelman.
Second Reader: T. Keel.

�Electric Deregulation and Texas: Will Texas Succeed
Where California Failed?� Cheryl Mobley Munson.
First Reader: R. Auerbach. Second Reader: T. Keel.

�Fraud Policy in Texas State Agencies.� Emily Yolanda
Trevino. First Reader: M. Sherman. Second Reader:
K. Matwiczak. Third Reader: J. Weber.

�The Government Pension Offset and Implications for
Texas Teachers� Retirement Income Security.� Carol
Wissler Ellis. First Reader: J. Angel. Second Reader:
R. Auerbach.

�Improving Services or Increasing Savings: The State
Evaluator�s Dilemma.� Rachel Kahlert. First Reader:
A. Gowri. Second Reader: K. Matwiczak.

�Improving Tribal Governance: The Application of Rel-
evant Leadership Models.� Terrelene Ora Gene. First
Reader: P. Wong. Second Reader: H. Prince.

�An Inclusionary Zoning Initiative for Austin.� Thien-
Nga Bui. First Reader: W. Spelman. Second Reader:
C. Davies.

�Nassau County, New York: The Poorest Wealthy County
in America.� Concetta Anne Bencivenga. First Reader:
W. Black. Second Reader: M. Granof.

�Off the Track: Rail Transportation Planning in Texas
State Government.� Curtis Morgan. First Reader: L.
Boske. Second Reader: K. Matwiczak.

MEDIATION

�Assessing Consensus: The Use of Alternative Dispute
Resolution Processes to Resolve Public Disputes in
Texas.� Writer Mott. First Reader: W. Black.

�Community Consensus: Combating Urban Sprawl Us-
ing Alternative Dispute Resolution.� Sean Thomas
Shields. First Reader: W. Spelman. Second Reader: J.
Fleming.

�Mediation�s Promise in Criminal Cases.� Gregory Litt.
First Reader: W. Black.

MILITARY

�Cyclical Readiness: Addressing the Army�s Readiness-
Rhetoric Mismatch.� Robert Bradley Brown. First
Reader: F. Gavin. Second Reader: H. Prince.

�U.S. Army and Peacekeeping Operations.� Olufunke
Iyabo Farinde.

NONPROFITS

�Grant Requirements Prevent Central Texas Community
Action Agencies from Taking a Holistic Approach to
Poverty.� Nicole Leslee Waldman. First Reader: C.
Stolp. Second Reader: K. Matwiczak. Third Reader:
C. Streeter.

�Increasing Capacity: A Guide for Improving the Perfor-
mance of Nonprofit Affordable Housing Providers
in Texas.� Stephen William Bruno. First Reader: P.
Wong. Second Reader: M. Oden.

�A Proposed Business Plan for the Austin Wellness Com-
munity.� Sarah Rebecca Widoff. First Reader: D.
Warner. Second Reader: D. Eaton.
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�Toward a Successful Model for Community Develop-
ment Corporations in Urban Communities.� Kristin
Meila Hull. First Reader: W. Spelman. Second Reader:
M. Oden.

PRIVACY

�Medical Privacy in the New Millennium: Federal Regu-
lation and Texas Law.� Joel G. Aldape. First Reader:
D. Warner. Second Reader: J. Angel.

�Privacy, Profiling, and Protection: U.S. Legislative Ini-
tiatives in Internet Data Protection Policy.� Kara
D.H. Harris. First Reader: K. Flamm.

PRIVATE SECTOR

�Assessing Automobile Insurance Fraud in Texas: Steps
Towards Fraud Control.� Xinhua Zhang. First Reader:
A. Gowri. Second Reader: C. Stolp.

�Electric Utility Restructuring: Issues for a Successful
Implementation.� Daniel Jeremy Madru. First Reader:
W. Spelman. Second Reader: T. Keel.

�Energy Efficiency and Load Management in an Era of
Competition: Opportunities and Challenges.� Sally
Talberg. First Reader: D. Eaton.

�Wood Chips Mills in the Southeastern United States: A
Policy Analysis and Case Study of South Carolina.�
Erika Lynn Wilson. First Reader: C. Stolp. Second
Reader: R. Auerbach.




